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subordinate. Presently he had 40,000 troops there,
with 30,000 men in immediate reserve, and had en-
trenched and fortified all the obvious landing-places.
By the middle of April the hundred odd transports
of the British army were back in Mudros. The
force consisted of the 29th Division, the Anzac Corps
under Sir William Birdwood, the composite New
Zealand and Australian Division, the Royal Naval
Division, and a French division. None of these
divisions were, as units, experienced in war.

The day originally fixed for the attempt was 23rd
April. But on the 20th a storm rose which for forty-
eight hours lashed the JSgean. On the 23rd it abated,
and that afternoon the first of the black transports
began to move out of Mudros harbour. Next day
the rest of the force followeds all in wild spirits for
this venture into the unknown, so that they recalled
to one spectator the Athenians departing for the
Sicilian expedition, when the galleys out of sheer
light-heartedness raced each other to JSgina.

That morning of Sunday the 25th was one of
those which delight the traveller in April in the -53gean.
A light mist fills the air before dawn, but it disappears
with the sun, and all day there are clear skies, still
seas, and the fresh invigorating warmth of spring.
The map will show the nature of the place chosen
for the attempt. Gaba Tepe, on the north side of
the peninsula, we have already noted. Round about
Cape Helles there are five little beaches, originally
nameless, but now for all time to be known by the
letters accorded them by the British army. Begin-
ning from the left, there is Beach Y, and, a little to
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